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Have you ever wondered what happened to those men
who signed the Declaration of Independence?
Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they
died. Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their sons in
the Revolutionary Army, another had two sons captured. Nine of the 56
fought and died from wounds or the hardships of the Revolutionary War.
What kind of men were they? Twenty-four were lawyers and jurist. Eleven
were merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation owners, men of
means, well educated. But they signed the Declaration of Independence
knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured.
They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred
honor.
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept
from the seas by the British navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his
debts, and died in rags.
Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move
his family almost constantly. He served in the Congress without pay, and his
family was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken from him, and poverty
was his reward.
Vandals or soldiers or both, looted the properties of Ellery, Clymer, Hall,
Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton.
At the Battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr., noted that the British General
Cornwallis, had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. The owner
quietly urged General George Washington to open fire, which was done. The
home was destroyed and Nelson died bankrupt.
Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his
wife, and she died within a few months.
John Hart was driven from his wife’s bedside as she was dying. Their 13
children fled for their lives. His fields and his grist mill were laid waste. For
more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home after the war
to find his wife dead, his children vanished. A few weeks later he died from
exhaustion and a broken heart.
Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates.
Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution. These were
not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians. There were soft-spoken men of means
and education. They had security, but they valued liberty more. Standing tall,
straight, and unwavering they pledged, "For the support of this declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of the Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."
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was founded. In spite of all our
troubles, we are still a mighty good
land.We would do well to focus on
the good rather than bad. We are
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problems, or we are part of the
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be good Americans. The best way to
do that is to strive to be a better
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For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himself to the battle?
1 Cor. 14:8
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A Prayer for Our Country
"Almighty God, who has given us this
good land for our heritage, we humbly
beseech Thee that we may always prove
ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor
and glad to do Thy will.
Bless our land with honorable
industry, sound learning and pure
manners.
Save us from violence, discord and
confusion: from pride and arrogancy,
and from every evil way.
Defend our liberties, and fashion into
one united people the multitudes
brought out of many kindreds and
tongues.
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those
whom for Thy name we entrust the
authority of government, that there may
be peace and justice at home, and that
through obedience, by Thy law, we may
show forth Thy praise among the people
of the earth.
In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts
with Spirit fulness, and in the day of
trouble, suffer not our trust in Thee to
fail.
All of which we ask through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, Amen."
George Washington

A Prayer for our Nation
Father, I pray in Jesus’ name that You
would restore a social conscience to
our nation.
I pray that we would again see the
value of teaching our children the
virtue of being good citizens – to not
only live for the good of the
individual but the good of others as
well.
Dear Father, I desire to see our nation
restored to godly integrity and
excellence, so that our children and
our citizens can be proud to be called
citizens of it.
In recognizing our duty to God and
our country, keep us mindful to pray
for our nation not only in our
churches and our homes, but also in
the quietness of our daily lives.
Henry Ward Beecher
American Clergyman
1813-1887

Sentence Sermons
•God not only rules,but He also overrules.
•Your future is as bright as the promises of
God.
•Psalms 23 contains no promises,only facts.
•Reputation is precious, but character is
priceless.
•Better to shun the bait, than to struggle in
the snare.
•Happiness comes not from having much to
live on,but from much to live for.
•Talk is cheap,but you can’t buy it back.
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Pastor William Cole

I Am the United States
I was born on July 4, 1776, and the Declaration of Independence is my birth
certificate. The bloodlines of the world run in my veins, because I offered freedom
to the oppressed. I am the United States.
I am the 328 million living souls, and the ghost of millions who lived and died
for me.
I am Nathan Hale and Paul Revere. I stood at Lexington and fired the shot
heard round the world. I am Washington, Jefferson and Patrick Henry. I am John
Paul Jones, the Green Mountain Boys and Davy Crockett. I am Lee, Grant and Abe
Lincoln.
I am the Brooklyn Bridge, the wheat lands of Kansas and the granite hills of
Vermont. I am the coal fields of the Virginias and Pennsylvania; the fertile lands
of the West; the Golden Gate and the Grand Canyon. I am Independence Hall, the
Monitor and the Merrimac.
I am big. I sprawl from the Atlantic to the Pacific, three million square miles
throbbing with industry. I am more than five million farms. I am forest, field,
mountain and desert. I am quiet villages and cities that never sleep. You can look
at me and see Ben Franklin walking down the streets of Philadelphia with his
bread loaf under his arm. You can see Betsy Ross with her needle. You can see the
lights of Christmas, and hear the strains of "Auld Lang Syne" as the calendar
turns.
I am Babe Ruth and the World Series. I am 169,000 schools and colleges and
250,000 churches where people worship God as they think best. I am a ballot
dropped in a box; the roar of a crowd in a stadium, and the voice of a choir in a
cathedral. I am an editorial in the newspaper and a letter to a Congressman.
I am Eli Whitney and Stephen Foster. I am Tom Edison, Albert Einstein and Billy
Graham. I am Horace Greeley, Will Rogers and the Wright Brothers. I am George
Washington Carver, Daniel Webster and Jonas Salk.
I am Longfellow, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Thomas Paine.
Yes, I am the Nation, and these are the things that I am. I was conceived in
freedom, and, God willing, in freedom will I spend the rest of my days. May I
possess always the integrity, the courage and the strength to keep myself
unshackled, to remain a citadel of freedom and a beacon of hope to the world.
I am the United States.
Selected

T h e b e s t t h i n g t o g i ve yo u r e n e m y
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